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(2) XX International Plant Protection Congress Report

The XX International Plant Protection Congress (IPPC)
took place in Athens, Greece, from July 1 to July 5, 2024. This
international conference brought together experts from
around the world to discuss and share the latest technologies
and strategies in plant protection. This year’s congress focused
on sustainable agriculture and ecosystem protection in
response to global environmental changes. The program
featured nine plenary lectures, 64 concurrent sessions, three
satellite lectures, and two satellite symposiums. During this
congress, I delivered a talk titled “Challenges and Prospects
for Control of Citrus Greening Disease in Japan” in the concurrent
session on “Impact and Control of Transboundary/Invasive
Pests (10A/B).”

A notable highlight of the congress was the keynote speech
by Dan Bebber from the University of Exeter, who presented
cutting-edge research on the effects of global climate change
on plant protection. His talk highlighted the future impacts of
climate change on food production and ecosystems, emphasizing
the urgent need for innovative approaches in plant protection.
The IPPC program also addressed critical topics such as
“Sustainable Agricultural Practices,” “Impacts of Climate
Change on Agricultural Ecosystems,” “Development of Pest
and Disease Management Technologies for Environmental
Conservation,” and “Biosecurity and Food safety.” It seemed
that the sessions related to these topics underscored the
importance of cross-sectoral collaboration between administrative
bodies and academic researchers.

It also appeared that the congress emphasized the significance
of research and development aligned with the EU Farm to
Fork strategy, highlighting the need to balance plant protection
and environmental conservation. In the field of plant protection,
notable advancements were showcased, including the development
of new biocontrol agents as promising alternatives to conventional
chemical pesticides. The introduction of digital agriculture
technologies, such as precision farming tools, was also a key
focus. Progress in crop monitoring technologies using drones
and artificial intelligence was highlighted, demonstrating how
these innovations can enhance disease diagnosis and control.

Furthermore, the congress provided a platform for discussing
the challenges and opportunities in plant protection. The
necessity of scientific and technological advancements to
achieve sustainable agricultural practices and environmental

protection was a recurring theme. The diverse research
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activities presented at the conference are expected to significantly
contribute to future developments in plant protection. The
knowledge and insights gained from this congress will
undoubtedly play a crucial role in shaping the future of sustainable
agriculture and ecosystem protection.

Overall, the XX International Plant Protection Congress in
Athens provided a comprehensive and insightful overview of
the current state and future directions of plant protection. The
congress highlighted the interconnectedness of global
environmental changes, agricultural practices, and ecosystem
health, reinforcing the importance of a holistic approach to
addressing these complex challenges. As we move forward,
the discussions and collaborations initiated at this congress
will serve as a foundation for developing innovative and
sustainable solutions in plant protection, ultimately contributing
to a healthier and more resilient global agricultural system.

(Kazuki Fujiwara)
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